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Lisa  Forbes ,  Msc,  OT Reg(MB) has  been an Occupat ional  Therapis t  for  14 years  
serving her  ent i re  career  working in  burns ,  plast ic  and reconstruct ive rehabi l i ta t ion for  
both adul ts  and pediatr ics .   Lisa  f i rs t  earned the t i t le  of  Cl inical  Special is t  in  Pediatr ics  
a t  the  Winnipeg Children’s  Hospi ta l  in  2001 and has  now served the las t  10 years  as  
Cl inical  Special is t  in  Burn Care a t  the  Heal th  Sciences  Centre .   Notwithstanding her  ful l  
t ime burn responsibi l i t ies ,  Lisa  has  a lso passionately served as  Director  of  the 
Firef ighters  Burn Camp Mamawi and on the planning commit tee  for  both the Mamingwey 
Burn Survivor  Conference and the Canadian Burn Survivor  Conference over  12 years .   
Lisa  has  been an act ive member of  both of  the American Burn Associat ion and Manitoba 
Society of Occupat ional  Therapis ts  throughout  her  ent i re  career  and is  the recipient  of  the 
2012 Manitoba Outstanding Occupat ional  Therapis t  Award.  

 
Lisa ,  l ike  Barb Knothe,  is  a  dedicated cl inician,  a  thoughtful  researcher  and a  

powerful  educator .   She is  devoted to  the whole  pat ient .  She not  only provides  her  
pat ients  with ski l ls  for  physical  rehabi l i ta t ion to  re turn to  their  l i fe  role ,  but  is  a lso 
devoted to  providing them with the cr i t ical  psychological  tools  for  coping and adjustment  
to  these l i fe  role  chal lenges.  She does not  shy away from diff icul t  conversat ions,  yet  
approaches her  pat ients  with compassion convict ion and understanding.   Her  dedicat ion to  
her  pat ients  extends far  beyond the hospi ta l  wal ls  with her  extensive and longstanding 
involvement  in  burn camps and other  burn survivor  organizat ions.   

  
As a  researcher ,  Lisa’s  work demonstrates  this  same considerat ion for  the opinions 

and perspect ives  of  the  burn pat ient .   Lisa  has  served on mult iple  ABA commit tees ,  
symposia  and workshop panels  and has  been a  consis tent ,  act ive par t ic ipant  in  the 
organizat ion every year  s ince 2001.   Moreover ,  she has  been an energet ic ,  contr ibut ing 
member of  the Canadian SIG,  Burn Camp SIG and the ABA /  Phoenix Society Joint  
Aftercare  and Reintegrat ion Commit tee .    The breadth of  perspect ive in  her  research is  
fur ther  complemented by her  detai led,  object ive,  and systematic  approach to  
invest igat ion.   She is  an eloquent ,  candid and passionate  speaker  and incorporates  humor 
which l ightens the mood of  her  s tudents  and survivors ,  whether  in  a  group or  individual  
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se t t ing and al lows for  greater  ease of  learning overal l .   She openly discusses  sensi t ive or  
controversia l  issues  in  a  professional  way and can always be counted on to  fol low 
through by br inging vigor  and passion to  a l l  her  endeavors .  

 
Lisa’s  devoted work from bedside to  professional  conferences,  publ icat ions and 

hands-on par t ic ipat ion in  burn camps and survivor  act ivi t ies ,  c lear ly  makes her  an ideal  
candidate  worthy as  the f i rs t  Canadian recipient  of  this  award.     Lisa’s  sense for  
incorporat ing pract ical  c l inical  ski l ls  wi th  academic research exemplify  her  character  and 
sol idify her  recogni t ion as  a  high cal iber  burn rehabi l i ta t ion therapis t .  
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